NATLONAL GUARDI?

By Kumar Goshal
in Southeast Asia)

vanna Phouma declared on May 26
“that if a coalition government was not
~ . formed by June 15, he would return to
“France and stay there. There was & sense
of urgency in his declaration.’

Phouma seemed disturbed and annoyad
" by the apparently contradictory U.8. pol-
fcy toward the crisis in Laos: the State
Department was still trying to pressure

tary “strongman” Gen. Phoumi{ Nosavan
into a coalition regime; at the same time
the CIA was reportedly encouraging them
. to hold back.

“Tt is not easy to acquire all the detalls
in such a murky situation,” the conserva-
tive London Times rgported «NMay 240,
“but apparently the evidende shows that
a swarm of CIA agents In Laos deliberate-

:U. S. playing dangerous dou)__ )

Sccond of three articles om ‘the crisis

" AOTTAN NEUTRALIST Prince Sou-

its proteges Prince Boun Oum and mili- .

June 4

y opposed the officfal American objex
of trying to ‘establish a neutral” goy
ment. They are belleved to have ent
aged Gen. Nosavan in the oonoenénﬁon
of troops that brought about the

and disasirous response of the -
Lao.” .

STORM IN BRITAIN: The Times' repor£
created a furor in Parliament. In.Com
mons, Prime Minister Macmillan, dodged
questions about the CIA: in Lords, For-:
elgn Secretary lord Home replied dead- ..
pan to similar questioning: “I am-not
responsible for the operations of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Acency—very happily— -
and therel ole cernot answer questions.
about them

What t.hc Times deseribed us “the swﬂt
and dlsastrous response of the Pathet
Lao,” it should be recalled, was the reason
President Kennedy gave to rush §,000
troops to Thailand and a vast armada to
Southcast Aslan waters. Most of -the

ACE LAOS BORDER ;IN}
DRIVE. Attackers 8ald to Inclu
From North Vietnam,™ Xt sppeired
“the stage was being set tor Us. mmtnry
" Intervention in Laos.

8imilar reports of N’orth Vicinamese

- and Chinesc involy_sment ‘In . Laos, s

TVl 0]
Newsweek noted (May 21);-had be.n
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made in the pagt in an effort to inyolve
the US. militarlly, and had proved
- ¥roundless. UN  investigators in 1959

found not a =single North Vietrune-c
wllzen ibe pre-ULS, Laotian goyernment
eried “massive invasion™ from the north

The sume cry raised-in December. 10¢.:
was later blandly admitted to hrve bee :
raised to obtain mpre dollars “from the
{Laotian} governmenti's friends abroad

Now the a’arm is sounded aguln. ang
the Times storv with the scare headline
reported that “a Thalvarmy. unit with
two American advisers™, has alread:

norder.” This was portentous‘« for in 1960

That Premier Sarit Thanar 't«s‘fgrccs ac-

~ tively supported- the 1.8 psqred coup

-+ which put Thunarat'a neph Nosav..-
in power. ’

EVASIVE PRESIDENT" In this gxplosiv=-
‘ situation the Presldent seemed unwilling
to .discount U.S. milifary’ mtervention in
.- Laos even after a coalition regime was
" sel up. At his May 23 press copference
he evaded a direcc answer whep he wa-
_asked i US. xoxcce, “ould be wlthdra X
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from Thailand once a ncutral maht on
overnaent was established in Laos. He
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moved “to within 50 miles of’ thg Laotian .



